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the home government had succumbed to a new
attack of ^determination. When they might have
consolidated peace by strengthening the new frontiers
their soldiers had won for them, their anxiety for
peace was such that they started to withdraw from
Morocco as many troops as they could, while their
solution to the problem of a permanent frontier,
was to draw arbitrary lines on the map. The
Moors were not slow to appreciate the situation and
to take full advantage of it Chilian High Com-
missioners when they saw what they had to contend
with, resigned their hopeless responsibility and
followed each other in rapid succession. Even
important commanding positions were constantly
changing hands, and no one seemed to know to
whom he was responsible nor to what plan he was
expected to conform.
In the midst of so much uncertainty it was
inevitable that mistakes should be made. Some
commanding officer, in Ms zeal for Spanish sup-
remacy, had a vision of a grand invasion of Abd-
el-Krim's territory* Thinking to prepare the way
for its realisation, Spanish troops occupied Tizzi-Assa.
Had the plans for an invasion been real instead
of imaginary, the position of Tizzi-Assa, dominating
the surrounding country from its projecting moun-
tain! might indeed have been a good strategic
opening to the campaign. As it was the Tizzi-Assa
contingent could not hope for support, and their
salient in the enemy's territory became quite